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Letter of Greetings
Welcome to the First International Earth Science Olympiad,

The First International Earth Science Olympiad 
will be held in Seoul from October 21 through 
October 29, 2007. 

Here the world’s most talented students will 
compete in IESO-2007, illustrating their creativity, 
knowledge and skil ls in Earth science or
geography. 

IESO-2007 will create bonds of friendship with other students 
from different parts of the world, and will allow the participants to 
experience Korean culture. It is an opportunity for young people 
from many countries around the world to enhance mutual 
understanding and show their ability in Earth science.  The theme 
of the First IESO is “Earth science for a sustainable future.” This 
first IESO will be an opportunity to affirm the crucial role Earth 
science plays in this area. We are very proud of hosting this 
prestigious event in 2007 and we ask for your continued interest
and support for the success of IESO-2007.

Song, Moo Young

Chairperson
Organizing Committee of the First IESO

Chairperson
Coordination Committee of the IESO



Letter of Greetings
Welcome to the First International Earth Science Olympiad,

It is my great pleasure to invite young students 
from all over the world to the First International 
Earth Science Olympiad (IESO-2007) which will be 
held in Seoul, Korea. United Nations (UN) 
proclaimed 2008 as the International Year of Planet 
Earth (IYPE) in December 2005.
The aim of the International Year of Planet Earth
is to demonstrate new and exciting ways in which Earth science 
can help future generations meet the challenges involved in 
ensuring a safer and more prosperous world. The IESO will be an 
outstanding vehicle to a sustainable future for humans by 
preparing Earth science knowledge and skills for future 
generations all over the world and by enhancing public awareness
of the importance and contributions of Earth science.

During IESO, the participants from all over the world will 
cooperate forming international teams and also compete as 
delegates for each country. Mutual understanding and friendship 
should prosper through an understanding of the Earth science in 
the context of a rich Korean culture and the beautiful campus of
Seoul National University.  

Kim, Chan-Jong

Chairperson
Advisory Committee of the IESO

Vice Chairperson
International Geoscience Education Organization



Participation Information
Delegations per each country
• Four participants
• Two mentors

• Mentors must be Earth scientists or Earth science educators. 
• Mentors must be capable of serving as members of the   

International Jury. 
• Mentors are able to speak the official language of IESO (English). 
• Mentors are expected to translate the test items/tasks and related  

materials from English to the participants’ native language.

Mentors

Participant Qualifications
• Participants should not be older than 18.00 years on July 1st 2007.
• Participants should not be college/university students.
• Participants should be selected by national or regional/state Earth 

science or Earth science related competition.

National competition
• National or regional/state competition to select participants are 

recommended to be held by August 2007.

Participation Fee
• Tentatively USD 1,200.00 per team (4 participants & 2 mentors), 
or USD 200 per person. 
• For developing countries fee can be exempted.
• For observers USD 400 per person.

Application for Participation
• Pre-registration: By 1 Jan. 2007  
• Final registration: By 1 June. 2007 



Schedule (tentative)

October 21, 2007
• Arrival
• Registration & Reception

• Student:  Written Test
• International Jury: Approval & translation of practical test

October 23, 2007

October 22, 2007
• Opening Ceremony
• International Jury Meeting: Approval & translation of test
• Students trip:  Cultural or Industry Excursion

October 28, 2007
• Closing Ceremony

October 24~26, 2007
• Student: Practical test, International team field trip
• International Jury: Field trip excursion, cultural events

October 27, 2007
• Student: Communication with local students, cultural events
• International Jury Meeting: Evaluation

October 29, 2007
• Departure



About KOREA
Venue

Entertain As You Like It

Where Art and Technology Interweave
Witness the grace of ancient jade-blue celadon and 

the birthplace of revolutionary printing techniques and 
ingenious alphabet.  Satire of ruling class through mask 
dances passed down a village lineage. Tech-savvy and 
busy or focused in the arts, Koreans have a creative 
streak- yet through it they kept the thread of thousands 
of years of tradition.

There is as much to be felt by the heart as there is to 
be seen by the eye.  Enjoy Korea’s museums and 
galleries. Treasures of ceramics and literary ink 
paintings in the alleys of Insa-dong in Seoul where one 
can find contemporary installation and multimedia art.  
Or feel the pulse of life in operas, dances and 
percussion quartets.

Savor the Flavor
Korean cuisine is best represented by kimchi (spicy 

pickled vegetables) and galbi (barbecued ribs).  At 
waterfront alfresco, with a cup of local wine and some 
sashimi (raw fish), you mingle with local people as easily 
as the briny breeze and waves.  A Korean fixed meal 
usually includes variety of side dishes that provide an 
excellent balance of nutrients.

Dive into a Shopper’s Paradise
Markets start bustling at night.  Redolent ginseng, 

traditional artifacts, tableware, electronic goods, 
apparel and accessories are an eye-opening variety to 
dive into. Items are of top quality but are surprisingly 
inexpensive- enjoy haggling with shopkeepers.



About KOREA
Venue

Geology of Korea
Korea is a mountainous peninsula 

extending south-southeast from the 
northeastern part of the Chinese 
mainland. The north-northwest, south-
southeast trend forms the Taebaek range 
along the east coast. The east coast 
shows typical features of an uplifted 
topography, chiefly a relatively straight 
shoreline, whereas the west coast has the 
features of a submerging shoreline. 
Throughout the country, mountains are 
not high, rarely exceeding 1,200 meters, 
but they are found almost everywhere. 
The terrain is rugged and steep and only 
near the west and southwest coasts are 
extensive flat alluvial or diluvial plains 
and more subdued rolling hilly lands. 

The one in the South covers the Taebaek
range, and the one in the North occurs near 
Pyongyang. The Mesozoic strata are found 
in the southeastern part of the peninsula 
and the Cenozoic strata are limited to some 
small areas scattered around the peninsula. 
The Jurassic and Cretaceous granites have 
int ruded upon the o lder rocks in a 
northeast-southwest direction in some 
places, but show no specific trend in others. 

Korea consists largely of the Precambrian rocks, such as granite gneisses 
and other metamorphic rocks. Two separate blocks of the Paleozoic strata 
are found in South and North Korea.



Venue1st
IESO Sites

Seoul National University
Seoul National University trains the 

most outstanding students in Korea in a 
wide array of areas in the undergraduate, 
master’s and Ph. D. programs. In addition 
to enhance the quality of education and to 
help produce research of the highest 
qual ity, the University operates 64 
research institutes including the Institute 
of Humanities, Research Institute for 
Basic Sciences, and Medical Research 
Center.  There are about 30,000 students 
and a total of about 2,000 full-time faculty 
m e m b e r s  i n  S e o u l  N a t i o n a l
University.

Seoul – The Vibrant Capital of Republic of Korea

Seoul is the capital of Korea with over 600 
years of history. It is the heart of Korea’s 
culture and education as well as politics and 
economics.  For centuries the capital of 
the "Hermit Kingdom", Seoul has become a 
major world capital with emphasis on 
technology, commerce, and sports. Yet it 
retains the aura of its ancient culture at 
every turn. The great traditions of Korea are 
maintained with history-laden temples, 
palaces, and gardens all accessible to the 
visitor.  Seoul is unique in that historical sites 
such as Gyeongbokgung Palace and Folk 
Museum which has modern cultural facilities
coexist in harmony.



Organization
Host Organization

The Korean Earth Science Society
(http://kess64.net)

The Korea Science and Engineering Foundation
(http://www.kosef.re.kr)

The Geological Society of Korea
(http://www.gskorea.or.kr)

The Korean Society of Oceanography
(http://www.ksocean.or.kr)

The Korean Space Science Society
(http://ksss.or.kr)

The Korean Meteorological Society
(http://www.komes.or.kr)



Organization

Korea Aerospace Research Institute 
(http://www.kari.re.kr)

Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute 
(http://www.kasi.re.kr/english)

Korea Institute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources
(http://www.kigam.re.kr/eng/)

Korea Institute of Water and Environment
(http://kiwe.kwater.or.kr)

Korea Meteorological Administration
(http://www.kma.go.kr/eng/)

Korea Ocean Research & Development Institute
(http://www.kordi.re.kr/eng)

Korea Polar Research Institute
(http://www.polar.re.kr)

Supporting Institution



Organization

First IESO Organizing Committee

School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

Chungnam National University, 

Goong-dong, Yusung-gu, 

Daejeon-shi, Korea

Tel: +82-42-821-6423         

Fax: +82-42-823-3722 

Email: mysong@cnu.ac.kr

URL: http://2007ieso.or.kr

Supporting Organization

International Geoscience
Education Organization

(http://www.geoscied.org)

The Ministry of Science and Technology
(http://www.most.go.kr)

International Year of Planet Earth
(http://www.esfs.org)
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